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September 2009

The occasional morning with serious frost on the ground serves notice that winter approaches, but we all hope that it stays at bay along enough to enjoy some outdoor activities in September.  Like, for instance, our annual St. Francis Day blessing of the animals service.  Other notable events in September include a music night and our continuing adult education series.  


The adult education program picks up in September with sessions following Sunday services on the 6th, 13th, and 20th.  See ministries page for details.


We celebrate St. Francis Day outdoors with our blessed animals; weather permitting, on Sunday the 13th. 


Our fall music night is at the home of Mike and Kathy Hulley on the 19th at 6PM. Directions to follow.


Fr. Spencer is away the week of the 21st—28th for his annual golf week.  Prayers for his game are always appropriate.  We welcome our good friend the Rev. Nina Stasser, who will preach and celebrate the Sunday of the 27th. 

A Word from the Rector

We at St. John’s love our children and wish to support and nourish them all that we can. We have often struggled with our children’s program, however, because we have not had the critical mass to maintain a consistent, well attended, Sunday school.  Our numbers are small and, like all other members of St John’s, they tend to travel a lot so that it is not unusual for us to not have any children at all on a given Sunday.  Nevertheless, every child attending St. John’s is a source of great joy to us all, and the small numbers can never be a reason for failing to offer programs, support, love, and care to any child.  


Jeanie Kemp, who has headed up the children’s program faithfully the last three years has moved from Grand County, and her responsibilities have been taken on by Marilyn Orr.  Recently, Marilyn and I met with the parents of our Sunday School age children to discuss plans for the coming year.  As it happens, we have four beautiful little girls—close in age, whose parents have committed to this year’s program, and I want to share with you here our plans, especially since they will affect your own worship experience.  


The first Sunday of each month will continue to be a special “children’s service.”  This means that the service will be shorter, with child-friendly music, and a children’s sermon.  With candy, of course.  The topic of each of these sermons will be some aspect of the Episcopal worship service.  There will be nothing scheduled for the second Sunday of the month; children will of course, as always be welcomed in the adult service, but there will be adults available to sit and play with and care for children who prefer to be downstairs. The third Sunday of the month will feature a Sunday School session downstairs devoted to the aspect of the worship service that I preached on the first Sunday.  On the fourth Sunday, the children will be invited to participate in the main service in the part of the liturgy being featured that month.    


As we will need the services of volunteers to be with the kids who have been trained up in the Safeguarding God’s Children workshops, please let either Marilyn or me know if you are willing to be “on call” to help with the children on those Sundays when we may need sitters.  And if you would like to help here, but have not participated in a workshop, please contact me.  We will be organizing another workshop later this fall.


Thanks so much to all who help in this crucial ministry, especially Marilyn, to the parents who support this program, and of course to the beautiful kids themselves.  Children are not just the future of the church; they are a vital part of its present.


And may we all come to Jesus as little children,

Fr. Spencer+

Notes about Ministries

Has anybody here seen St. John’s?

Can you tell me where it’s gone?  Out in the community to be with the people, that’s where.  St. John’s continues to look for opportunities to be connected with the community, and that means both taking St. John’s off-site and inviting the community to St. John’s.  Just last Sunday we had our first “Mass on the Grass” in Polhamus Park, and next year we will be looking for more and different opportunities to worship out in the community.  Our off-site reading group continues to meet in local coffee shops, which has led to personal contacts and discussions with non-members.  And St. John’s continues to welcome many worthy community groups to our facilities for their meetings. The latest addition to this list is a Parkinson’s support group.

Haiti heating up

We had a wonderful Sunday with Paul Casey, executive director of the Colorado Haiti Project last month.  He preached and then made a very impressive presentation afterward.  The next week your Outreach Committee voted to donate $2,000, designated to provide nutritious lunches for students at St. Paul’s School at the diocesan mission in Haiti.  Casey was extremely touched and grateful to receive this gift, which is on top of our continuing support for the Project.  

And speaking of heating up .  .  .

Vestry has commissioned and received an energy audit of both St. John’s and Cranmer Chapel.  We now have a full evaluation and some recommendations for making both buildings more energy efficient.  If you have some experience in this area and would like to view the results of the audit, please contact Brad Orr or Fr. Spencer.  

Mission tripping?

It is always a good thing for parishioners to visit mission sites and to do hands on work.  The diocese sends several mission trips a year (depending upon political conditions) to Haiti, and the Outreach Committee has determined that it will support financially any parishioner who wishes to join a diocesan mission trip.  It is expected that anyone making such a trip will be supported in three ways: their own resources, what they can raise in support from others, and support from St. John’s itself.  

A little learning is a good thing

Fr. Spencer presented a session on homosexuality and the Old Testament in August, and will complete the two part series with a teaching on homosexuality and the New Testament on Sunday, September 6, after services.  The following two weeks will see a teaching and discussion on the Bible’s teaching on heaven and salvation and a workshop on lay pastoral care. 

Spreading the word about St. John’s

The Growth and Development Committee has developed and produced a new brochure promoting St. John’s, the first since the original was done five years ago.  It is very attractive and professionally produced; pick one up from the table in the narthex or from the church office.  And if you can make good use of some, help yourself.  Kudos to Cyndi Karnoscak for her good work in making this happen.  

Sermon of the Month

Sermon preached on Sunday, August 23


We have just heard the last of a series of Gospel readings from John’s chapter six, his reflection on the meaning of the Eucharist.  And I propose to take up a hint of John’s in today’s reading and to push it a little further than he might want to. In short, I want to make a case for “disorientation.”


Jesus says that when we receive the Eucharist—when we eat of his flesh and drink of his blood—we abide in him and he in us.  That is, he lives in us in some way, and in some way we take on part of his identity.  We say we become one with Christ, and when we say this, we give up a part of our own identity; in taking up his personhood, we in some sense blur our own sense of identity.  We have not become another person altogether, but we are not really quite the same person we were either.  Theologically, and sometimes experientially, our concept of our personal identity, of who we are, is blurred.


And when we receiver the Eucharist, we say that we have a foretaste of being in God’s Kingdom. We are still in the same physical place that we were—we are at the same geographical coordinates—but we experience being in a somewhat different place as well.  We are no longer completely in this world, in this place, for we are also in participating in God’s kingdom, in another place outside of space and time.  Theologically, and sometimes spiritually, our very sense of where we are is blurred.


And something else happens in the Eucharist.  When we take the bread and the wine, we make real to us here and now the life, ministry, and sacrifice of Jesus as it took place two thousand years ago.  What happened some time ago becomes, in some mystical way, real to us today.  We are here, but in some sense we are also present in another time.  Indeed, many theologians argue that the miracle of the Eucharist is primarily one of time.  When we receive the Eucharist, theologically and sometimes spiritually, our very sense of date and time is blurred.


 I know that we have some trained psychologists present here today, and I suspect that their antennae are beginning to twitch.  For I have said that in the Eucharist, to some degree and in some sense, we lose our sense of personhood, place, and time.  And when a psychologist wants to test for a person’s being fully “there,” fully oriented to reality, they test to see if the person is fully oriented to person, place, and time.  Does this patient in front of me know who she is, where she is, and what the date and time is?  This is the measure of sanity; to be connected to reality, we must be rooted in identity, place, and time.  I believe this is often called “orientation times three.”


Mental health care givers tell us that to be functional we must have this orientation times three, we must be rooted in reality.  And this is hard to disagree with.  But as important as this rootedness is, we want more.  As human beings we want to transcend this human reality.  This is what religious experience is about, and it is what the Eucharist is about.  For if in the taking of the Eucharist, we blur identity, place, and time, we are to that extent taken out of our daily existence.  We transcend our daily human reality.  And this is a wonderful experience.


We eat of Jesus’ flesh and drink of his blood, blurring our sense of earthly identity by experiencing ourselves as one with Christ; blurring our sense of place, by being partly in the kingdom; blurring our sense of time, by being present to Christ on the cross and perhaps by being in union with God outside of time altogether.  We lose our earthly orientation as defined by the mental health experts.


This suggests to me a new way of understanding one of Paul’s provocative ways of referring to life in Christ.  He says that he and the other apostles are “fools for Christ.”  That is, of course in the eyes of the world, by human standards.  And when we receive the Eucharist, when we “lose it,” we fail the world’s test for proper orientation, and we become, in Paul’s words, “fools” for Christ.  


To put it dramatically, we are more than foolish, we lose it; by the world’s standards, we are “nuts,” we are not fully in touch with our daily lives, we fail the earthly criteria for having it all together.  In the world’s eyes, we have lost it, but it is more accurate to say not that we have lost it, but that we have temporarily transcended it. And it is wonderful, this transcendence of earthly reality for a foretaste of oneness with Christ in God’s kingdom outside of time. 


Of course, we always find our way back, and that’s how we know that we haven’t really “lost” it.  We grasp who we are, where we are, and what time it is, as we must if we are to live in the world.  We do remain in the world, but the wonderful news is that when we return to full orientation times three, we are changed.  


We remain in the world, but for having the experience Holy Eucharist, of transcendence, we are—although still “in” the world—a little less “of” the world.  

Updates from the Church Family

Saying “goodbye”

We are so sorry to have to say goodbye to two dedicated members who have contributed a great deal to our life here at St. John’s.  First, for those who haven’t heard, Cyndi Karnoscak introduced to us her fiancé, Jim Wigdahl at a recent service.  We are all so delighted for Cyndi for the new love that is in her life, even if it does mean that she will be moving to Cambridge, Massachusetts, to join him there.  But we are mostly grateful for the time she spent at St. John’s and for her many contributions, especially for her help in showing us ways to take St. John’s out into the community.

And we must also say goodbye to Jeanie and Jessica Kemp, who are beginning a new life in Boulder.  Jeanie has served on vestry and been a strong leader in our children’s program.  To both Cyndi and to Jeanie—active and generous members, both—good luck and God bless; we love you and we’ll miss you.  And that goes for you too, Jessica!

“Won’t you let me take you on a sea cruise?”

Both Ken and Joan Von der Heiden and Gary and Kaye Piper our currently enjoying long exotic cruises, the Von der Heiden’s in Scandinavia and the North Atlantic and Gary and Kaye in Tahiti and the South Seas.  Earlier in the year, Lorie and Ann Wheeler took a Mediterranean cruise that took them to several exotic and colorful cities.  And landlubbers Bill and Judy Hardardt are just returned from a five-week trip that included Paris, Prague, Vienna, and several other European cities.  If travel broadens, then we have a very “broad” congregation.  Ooh-eee, Baby!  [Special prize to the first person to identify the source of the quote on this entry.]

From the Holy Hackers.  .  .

The St. John’s team entry in the golf tournament fundraiser for the Rural Health Network covered itself with glory.  I.e, it didn’t finish last.  Don Hicks, team captain, and Gene Ackley, Loretta McLaughlin, and Fr. Spencer shot a 69, ten shots out of first place and eight shots out of last.  

“They said it wouldn’t last.”

Word has arrived from Bill and Judy Hardardt that the wedding anniversary they are celebrating this month is their 50th.  Congratulations!  And just last week we celebrated through song the 50th anniversary of Walter and Rae Wilson and the 52nd of Don and Sally Hicks.  Who says we Episcopalians don’t have staying power?

Room at the inn

Fr. Spencer and Deacon Diane were privileged to be present at the blessing of the newly re-opened High Mountain Lodge, Tom and Julie Beckwith, proprietors.  Tom and Julie, who have just purchased the lodge and moved up from Golden, invited Fr. John Wengrovius and other friends from Calvary Church, Golden, up for celebration and blessing.  A house blessing for them; as new members, they are a blessing to St. John’s.

Here a priest, there a priest, everywhere a priest priest.

It was a great treat to have Dan Zacek-Smith’s mother, the Rev. Susan Smith-Allen and her husband John, visit with us in August.  Susan is an ordained Episcopal priest who has been serving a non-Episcopal congregation in Missouri.  It was even greater news to hear that she and John plan to move to Grand County permanently in a few weeks.  Be on the lookout to welcome Susan and John to the St. John’s family.  

‘The Sanctuary’ from Anthony deMellos’ Wellsprings  A Book of Spiritual Exercises, pp156-157.

I make my way into the temple of my heart

And invent a form of worship

That seems accordant with the time of day

Or with my present mood.

Enshrined there in the temple

Are the persons who have changed me

By their love…

And those whom I have change by mine.

At the end of my devotions

I place my hands on each of them

to share with them

the grace God gave me in my worship.

To how many of these persons can I say,

“I am certain that your love for me 

will last forever?” 

To how many can I say, 

“You can be sure my love for you 

will never die?”

I choose a person

of whose love I am completely certain.

I go back to the times

when I felt this person’s love,

relive those times in fantasy, 

allow myself to feel the joy they bring’

and stay with it for as long a time as possible,

for in doing so I drink in love

----and life

and God. 

I now come to the present 

and see this person,

living or dead it matters not,

sitting here before me.

We hold hands.

I let his or her love flow into me

and imagine I am energized by it.

I let my own love flow into this person.

The two love currents flow into each other

and generate an atmosphere of love around us.

And so I end this exercise

as I began it,

in a temple

---for loving is divine and God is love.  
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	Sun.
	Mon.
	Tues.
	Wed.
	Thurs.
	Fri.
	Sat.

	
	 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


5 pm Holy Eucharist at 

Cranmer Chapel

	

	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12


Holy 


5 pm Holy Eucharist at 

	Cranmer Chapel

	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19


Holy 


5 pm Holy Eucharist at 

	Cranmer Chapel

*

6pm Music night

	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26


Holy 


5 pm Holy Eucharist at 

	Cranmer Chapel

	27
	28
	29
	30
	
	
	


Holy 

	Eucharist
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